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Spotlighting the Top 100

ith previous editions of Accouni-

ing Today's annual Top 100 Prod-

ucts feature, our editorial staff
traditionally thought long and hard in an ef-
fort to pull together a theme that would, in
essence, provide a cohesive blanket for the
myriad products and product categories.

But with this, our 14th edition of the Top
100 Products, we felt that the cover image
was sufficient — an austere spotlight high-
lighting the true product “stars” of technol-
ogy in the accounting profession.

While the themes of the T100 have
changed over the years, the underlying pur-
pose behind this comprehensive project
has never wavered — to feature what we
feel are the marquee technology applica-
tions in use by the accounting profession.

Each year, the gathering process is equal
parts internal and external, as many of our
readers have been enthusiastically and
sometimes aggressively — proactive in the
nominating and submission processes.

The criteria for inclusion encompass
such factors as frequency of use; level of
acceptance by practitioners; the degree of
market visibility; user suppori available
from the vendor; product performance, of
course; and, ultimately, customer demand.

We think that the class of 2006 dovetails
neatly into that selection effort.

As in previous editions, we've not only
canvassed the traditional categories, such as
payroll, financial planning, tax prep, CRM,
nonprofit software, and so on, to highlight
the top products, we've also tacked on our
now-customary “Ones to Watch” channel.
Given the regulatory climate, we've also nat-

urally featured the popular solutions to meet
the rigors of Sarbanes-Oxley compliance.

Mirroring our past T100 Products, many
of the solutions listed here will have in-
stant recognition, while others may be
only peripherally familiar. Whether you're
a true “techie,” or someone who may be
challenged by even basic editions of popu-
lar accounting software, we feel that our
products roster provides an equitable mix
for various levels of technology knowl-
edge and skill.

Our T100 Products is the third and final
report that we present in Accounting
Today's annual Top 100 franchise; the other
two, which appeared earlier in the year, are
our Top 100 Firms listing and our Top 100
Most Influential People.

We realize that, like our Top 100 Most In-
fluential People, the Top 100 Products list
is somewhat subjective, and there are
bound to be disagreements about some of
our finalists. Some products are no-brain-
ers, while others may be gradually rising in
visibility and popularity within the ranks of
the CPA profession.

But either way, we want to hear from

you. Trust me, we're not hard to locate, and
we encourage any and all reader feedback
even if it isn’t always positive.
And with that, the staff of Accounting
Today is proud to present its 2006 Top 100
Products.

Spotlight included.

— Bill Carlino Editor-in-chief
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ACCOUNTMATE 7 FOR SQL

AccountMate Software Corp.

"

This accounting and business man-
agement sofiware provides a stable
and modifiable accounting solution
for the mid-market. It is sold by the
module, and the availability of source
code makes it modifiable for adapta-
tion to changing business environ-
ments. It runs on Microsoft's SQL de-
velopment engine database. Account-
Mate also provides a foundation upon
which third-party developers can
build industry-specific solutions.
Year introduced: 1997,

Current version: 7.

Recent notable enhancements:
New Upsell Management module; up-
graded Payroll module functionality;
tighter integration for CRM to con-
vert sales quotes Lo sales orders,
Pricing: modules
$1,600; source code additional
$1,500 per module; System Manager
— five users, 37,000.
Maint/support: Annual subscription
for updates and upgrades, Lech sup-
port and online self-paced training,
Training: Online, locally and at
headquarters.

Customer contact: (800) 877-85396
ext. 7B2 or technicalsupport@ac-
countimate, com.
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